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Field Archers


Etiquette Guidance for NFAS Events
The following are not ‘Rules’ – they are offered by the club as suggestions to help newcomers to the sport or those attending their first organized shoot to participate confidently in the knowledge that they are not doing the ‘wrong thing’. 
Pre- shoot
1. If you wish to shoot with others, make that clear on your application form. Try not to chop and change on the day. It may not always be possible to shoot with who you wish: respect the Event Officer’s decision on this.
2. Arrive in good time and no later than 30 mins before the advertised start/registration time. Park sensibly. Go straight to Registration and show your current NFAS card whether asked for it or not.  Your scorecard will show your starting target number – remember it and listen out for instructions relating to it.
3. When Shoot Officer calls for start of shoot, assemble close by and listen carefully and in silence to all instructions. They will include important information about scoring and safety which you will need to know.
4. Follow your lead official out to your target and await signal to start. This is a good time to introduce yourself to others in your group. 
During the shoot
5. Assume (i) that others prefer silence when aiming and shooting: give them quiet and (ii) that people do not wish to know their scores as they go along. However, some groups prefer banter, some like to know their scores. Don’t be afraid to inquire early on, or to express your own preferences to establish the ‘ground rules’ for your particular group. 
6. Stand in a position to follow the arrow trajectory of the shooter and see where it falls.
7. When everyone has shot, walk carefully up to the target watching out for any arrows that fell short. If you accidentally damage another’s arrow, apologise and offer some form of payment. 
8. Do not help to pull out arrows until you know how to do it correctly. Damage is easily done to a drawn arrow by bending it or loosening fletching. Some archers prefer to pull their own arrows out: this is quite normal. Never stand directly behind an archer drawing arrows from the boss as they could strike you when the arrow eventually comes out.  

9. Search for your own lost arrows and help others to find theirs. Do not wait to be asked. If after a reasonable time your arrow has not been found, another group is behind and a gap is opening in front, thank the others, stop the search and move on. It will probably reappear later in the ‘orphan arrows’ bin. 
10. Be patient with new or apparent slow archers.
11. Talking to others in your group between targets will help build friendships. Mild ribbing and friendly banter can often bond a group, but bear in mind other people in the group’s feelings. Avoid bad language and don’t denigrate other bow styles. Do not be afraid to ask others about their bows and equipment. Most archers are only too pleased to talk. 

12.  If you see any behaviour which is dangerous, report it to a club marshal as soon as possible.
13. Respect and respond politely to instructions/requests from official/marshals, even if you disagree. They are all volunteers, and it is THEY who are responsible for the safety of the event. 
After the shoot

14. You will be told at the Opening Talk whether the club would appreciate help in carrying in 3Ds if you end your round on one. If so, please carry it in to the central area. 

15. Collect your scorecard from the group scorer and hand it (or both copies if there is double scoring) immediately to the club official responsible for evaluating scores. 
16. It is polite to stay to the end of the scores and presentation process. Even if you are not a contender you are a member, so support your companions. (Many people love to add to their collection of medals and that’s fine, but if you are only going to throw it in a drawer and never use it, it is quite alright to hand them back quietly after the awards, for the club to re issue).
17.  At the end of the day thank the rest of the archers in your group especially the ones that have done the scoring. If you have enjoyed the event, say so to the officials organising it – it is much appreciated and helps them to put on better shoots.
18. Have fun at the shoot and help make the NFAS an even safer, friendlier fraternity of archers.
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